Management of sexual assault.
The incidence of sexual assault continues to escalate, and it is under-reported. Victim care requires special attention in the emergency department because the history and physical examination are unique and frequently time consuming. The victim should receive counseling and treatment for potential STDs, HIV, and hepatitis exposure, while stressing the importance of follow-up care. The emergency department physician must fulfill obligations not only to the patient but also to law enforcement. To be done well, documentation of findings and the completion of the evidentiary portion of the exam require a familiarity with the process.